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become obsessed with the notion that the bodies in which they
must live are disgusting. Marian's figure, though slight, was grace-
ful and pretty. We insisted that she sit up straight in a chair instead
of shrinking and cowering; we advised her to compare herself
with other women she passed on the street. At length and very grad-
ually she learned to be at peace with her small stature. After she
talked to us again and again of painful past experiences which were
embedded like thorns in her memory, a psychological process known
as desensitization occurred. The old memories returned less often
and hurt less.
In her treatment of her daughter, Marian was mimicking her
mother's indifference—why should Mary Ann have a happier Me
than the little girl Marian once had been?—as well as skirmishing
in her continuous warfare with Hal. She got at her husband by at-
tacking the child. In her treatment of Hal, Marian was attempting
to cut him down to her size.
In a way, Hal invited some of the abuses Marian heaped upon
him. Hal, like Tracy Manning, was strongly sexed. Yet Hal regarded
himself as an average, affectionate husband handicapped, but only
slightly, by an uncertain temper. We never fully understood Mar-
ian's powerful sexual appeal for him, but there is no doubt it ex-
isted. His conception of loving Marian, however, was nothing more
than self-gratification.
Several good books on the nature and meaning of sex were rec-
ommended which brought enlightenment to him. He was ad-
vised that unselfishness, consideration, and trust were important
factors in love between a man and a woman. He took the advice.
Tenderness from Hal aided in effecting Marian's recovery from her
psychosomatic malady, and eventually their marital relationship
was resumed on a basis satisfactory to both. Most of Hal's explosions
of temper, inexcusable in an adult, had resulted from Marian's re-
buffs of his sexual overtures. When their sex problem was resolved,
the rough edges of his temper smoothed,
By that time he and Marian were admitting equal blame for
the abominable state into which their marriage had fallen. Once he

